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14: WHY IMMEDIATE OBEDIENCE 
MATTERS IN THE CHRISTIAN WALK 
 
By John Leavy 
In Week 3: Obedience & Integrity 
 
3 Min read 

	

“Whoever	has	my	commands	and	keeps	them	is	the	one	who	loves	me.”	—	john	14:21	

Most	men	do	not	openly	reject	obedience	to	God’s	Word.	They	just	suffer	from	what	one	
might	call,	“Selective	or	Delayed	Obedience.”	A	man	hears	God’s	direction,	feels	conviction,	
even	intends	to	respond,	but	puts	acceptance	and	action	on	the	back	burner.	He	tells	
himself	he	needs	more	clarity,	better	timing,	or	stronger	motivation.	Perhaps	he	even	tells	
himself,	he	needs	more	time	to	pray	about	it.	On	the	surface,	he’s	vocal	about	the	
responsibility.	Beneath	the	surface,	rationale	and	hesitation	are	quietly	taking	root.	

On	the	trail,	delay	moves	the	destination	farther	away.	When	a	marker	on	the	trail	is	clear	
and	a	man	chooses	to	wait,	there	is	no	neutral	stance.	Distractions	gather.	Doubts	grow.	
Conviction	is	delayed.	Commitment	now	feels	optional.	This	is	the	danger	few	talk	about.	
Delayed	obedience	doesn’t	preserve	readiness—it	erodes	it.	
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Jesus	ties	obedience	directly	to	love,	not	intention.	He	does	not	say	the	one	who	plans	to	
obey	loves	Him,	but	the	one	who	keeps	His	commands.	What	remains	unsaid	in	many	
discipleship	conversations	is	how	delay	reshapes	the	heart.	Each	postponed	step	trains	
resistance,	making	future	obedience	easier	to	put	off	than	it	was	when	first	asked	by	God.	

APPLICATION 

What	most	men	never	hear	is	how	delay	reshapes	the	heart.	The	longer	obedience	is	
postponed,	the	quieter	conviction	feels.	Not	because	God	stopped	speaking,	but	because	the	
man	has	grown	used	to	not	responding.	Hesitation	trains	resistance.	Over	time,	what	once	
felt	clear	begins	to	feel	uncertain—not	because	the	direction	changed,	but	because	
responsiveness	did.	

Immediate	obedience	isn’t	about	moving	fast—it’s	about	trusting	deeply.	It’s	the	decision	to	
step	forward	when	God	speaks,	even	if	questions	remain.	It	says	God’s	direction	is	wiser	
than	your	comfort	and	clearer	than	your	hesitation.	That	kind	of	obedience	keeps	faith	
active,	not	theoretical.	

The	hidden	cost	of	delay	is	relational	distance.	Fellowship	cools	when	movement	stops.	Not	
because	God	steps	back,	but	because	intimacy	is	built	walking	together.	On	the	trail,	you	
stay	close	by	matching	pace.	Linger	too	long	at	yesterday’s	instruction,	and	you	don’t	lose	
the	trail—you	lose	rhythm	with	the	One	leading	you	forward.	

LIVE IT OUT 

Think	back	to	the	last	clear	instruction	God	placed	in	your	path.	Take	that	step	now.	As	you	
move,	resistance	will	loosen,	and	clarity	will	return.	Obedience	restores	rhythm.	The	trail	
opens	again	when	you	respond	rather	than	delay.	Walk	in	step	with	God.	Prompt	obedience	
keeps	your	relationship	with	Him	active,	present,	and	alive.	Take	the	step	today	and	let	
movement	rebuild	trust	where	hesitation	once	lived.	

PRAY THIS… 

“Lord,	that	I	would	obey	You,	and	not	rely	on	my	own	wisdom	along	the	trail.”	
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Information	lays	the	foundation—	
Practice	builds	the	man.	
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